THE ACID TEST
In a previous article in Harijan I tried to examine
the proposition  as to whether the Paramount   Power
had any  right of intervention in the internal  admini-
stration of Indian   States and whether it did not owe
a duty towards the people   of  the Indian States  cor-
responding to   its obligation to  preserve  the 4 dignity
and privileges' of the  rulers of these States.   Taking
Lee Warner's classic work The Protected Princes of India
I showed in that article that the answer to both these
questions  was in the  affirmative.   Not  only did the
Paramount Power fully  reserve to itself the right to
intervene  to check   gross  misrule   and  oppression in
Indian States, but the very title of these rulers to rule
was conditional  upon  their  maintaining within their
territories a certain  standard  of enlightened  admini-
stration commensurate with the declared ideals of the
" Paramount Power itself.
Epoch-making changes have taken place since then.
In the face of a world cataclysm that threatens to
swamp Western civilization, the British Government
has been challenged to restate its war and peace aims
and to make good its professions by a clear declaration
of its attitude with regard to the demand for Indian
independence. Attempts have been made by some
pillars of reaction to evade a straight answer to this
challenge by trotting forth, among other things, the
' difficulty * presented by the problems of the Indian
States, and to fasten the blame on the Cpngress for
its * failure to come to terms * with the Princes, while
the Paramount Power is depicted as vainly struggling
to perform its democratic mission in respect of India
under the tremendous handicap of its * treaty obliga-
tions towards the Princes/